GEORGE THE THIRD
* The North Briton' and holding in the fold of the right arm a
foaming quart pot and in the left a cudgel on the knots of which
were written c Lye I/ ' Lye 2,' * Lye 3,' ' Lye 5,' ' Lye 8,' c Lye
io,' 'Lye 12,' ' Lye 15.'
The King was furious at the part which Temple had taken
in the proceedings; and the royal wrath completely broke its
bounds when in dismissing Wilkes from the Bucks Militia—a
step taken by the Government—Temple made a public expres-
sion of regret at the loss which the corps would sustain by
the removal of such an excellent officer. George > promptly
sent for the Privy Council Minute Book, and with his own
hand struck Temple's name from the list of members. It was
a foolish act perhaps, but it was neither unconstitutional nor
undeserved.
That the Crown's Law Officers had acted in good faith cannot
be questioned. General warrants, originating in the procedure
of the Court of the Star Chamber, had been given legal sanction
under the Licencing Act passed in the reign of Charles II. That
Act expired, but the practice was not discontinued, and well into
the eighteenth century such warrants were issued in serious cases.
Pitt himself in the debate which was subsequently devoted to
general warrants admitted that he had used them; but he was
careful to add that in doing so he was aware that he had acted
illegally. But in reviewing the whole sorry business it is im-
possible to forget that sound judge though Pratt undeniably was,
he was also a very good Whig, bound by strong ties of friend-
ship to Temple and Pitt. And it was Temple who moved
in the Court of the Common Pleas for the writ of Habeas
Corpus.
Wilkes knew that there could be no retreat from the position
which he had taken up: his one hope was to bludgeon his way
through the forces arrayed against him. On his release from the
Tower he wrote openly accusing the Secretaries of State of
breaking into his house and stealing his papers; and he instituted
legal proceedings against them and their officers. The case
against Halifax was not finally settled until 1769, when Wilkes
was awarded damages to the tune of ^4000. Egremont's sudden
death in August 1763 put an end to the proceedings begun
against him; but Wood, Halifax's secretary, was mulcted in
damages of ^1000 in December 1763, when Chief Justice Pratt
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